Ordinarily one seeks for his animal to win a race, and 
another does the same. But that is not how the Holy One 
blessed be he is. Rather, ‘and the king alkum is with him,” 
meaning, ‘he does not want a race against him,’ because ‘he 
will not contend for victory[ (Ps. 103:9). He does not 
contend to prevail.” 


[O] Said R. Eleazar, ““[Given in Hebrew letters for the Greek: 
para basileus o nomos agraphos:] ‘For the king the law is 
not written.’ Ordinarily when a mortal king issues a decree, 
if he wants, he keeps it, if he wants, others have to. But that 
is not how the Holy One, blessed be he, is[ rather, he issues 
a decree and is the first to keep it. On what basis “They 
shall keep my precepts..I am the Lord’ (Lev. 22:9) - Iam 
he who kept the precepts of the Torah first of all.” 


[P] R. Simeon said, ““You shall rise up before the hoary head, 
and honor the face of the old man, and you shall fear your 
God, I am the Lord’ (Lev. 19:32) — Iam he who first 
fulfilled the divine commandment of standing before the 
elder.” 


[Q] R. Simeon said, “‘For what great nation is there that 
has a god so near to it, as the Lord our God is to us 
whenever we call upon him? And what great nation is 
there that has statutes and ordinances so righteous’ (Dt. 
4:7-8).” 


[R] R. Hama b. R. Hanina and R. Hoshayya — one said, 
“Ts there a nation like this nation? Ordinarily someone 
who knows he is on trial wears black and wraps himself 
in black and lets his beard grow, since he does not 
know how his trial will turn out. But that is not how it 
is with Israel. Rather, on the day of their trial they wear 
white and wrap themselves in white and shave their 
bears and eat, drink, and rejoice, for they know that the 
Holy One blessed be he does miracles for them.” 


[S] The other said, “Is there a nation like this nation? 
Ordinarily the ruler says, “The trial is today,’ and the 
robber says, “The trial is tomorrow’ — so to whom do 
they listen? Is it not to the ruler? But that is not how it 
is with the Holy One, blessed be he. The court says, 
‘Today is the New Year.’ The Holy One, blessed be he, 
then says to the ministering angels, ‘Set up the 


